[Surgical epidemiology].
The application of epidemiological principles and methods to problems in surgery (Surgical Epidemiology) still plays a minor role in Germany. Different examples are presented, demonstrating that an increase of intellectual power can be achieved by applying epidemiological methods to surgery. Future developments in surgery can be estimated and the role of surgery in comparison with other clinical disciplines can be clarified and strengthened. Similar to foreign countries, support of Surgical Epidemiology by reference centers is required.